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For many years, the Parapsychological Association (PA) has welcomed students interested in the field of parapsychology. In 1957, PA was conceived as a professional organization with the goal to gather researchers in parapsychology and develop methodological and ethical standards for the field. Over the years, the PA has expanded its role to educate students. 

Many parapsychologists are now becoming educated in parapsychology because of the increasing number of academic departments with optional or credited courses on parapsychology or anomalistic psychology. For example, in the United-Kingdom, anomalistic psychology is available at A-level (6th form), and a group on “Teaching anomalistic psychology and parapsychology” has been created at the Higher Education Academy. 

However, less than 1% of universities worldwide offer such courses and these universities are unequally repartitioned around the globe. Joining the PA as a student can supplement the lack of complete training in parapsychology, and provide an international platform for students who are involved in the field.

	PA student dues cost $35 US (approx. 26€, or £22) for one year, and applicants must provide a copy of their student ID card. 

Application materials can be found here: 

http://parapsych.org/join_the_pa.html


College students may apply to the PA as Student Associates. High School students under the age of 18 may join the PA as Student Affiliates with recommendation letters from one or more teachers or parents. Both student memberships have the same rights and benefits, which are listed below:

1. Services

· Students are granted online access to the members-only website of the PA at http://parapsych.clubexpress.com, where they can find a directory of PA members, with their CV, pictures, and documents they share. (Contrary to previous years, the names of student members are no longer published in the public member index for their privacy.)

· The members-only website has a discussion forum for all PA members, with a special forum devoted to students.

· Furthermore, an electronic library of convention proceedings and abstracts are available on the members-only website. 

· Students are also represented by one of their number, who acts as a liaison between students and the PA Board, giving students a voice in administrative and academic matters. 

· Students enjoy benefits of receiving electronic subscriptions to the Journal of Parapsychology and the bulletin Mindfield. 
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The Journal of Parapsychology was founded by the laboratory of parapsychology of J.B Rhine in 1937. It's now published by the Rhine Research Center with John Palmer as editor. This journal is a reference for parapsychological research with 2 issues per year in English, with abstracts in French, German, Spanish and Japanese. 

	[image: image3.jpg]Mindfield

The Bulletin of the Parapsychological Association




Mindfield: The Bulletin of the Parapsychological Association is a publication for PA-members. Bringing together short articles and news, it appears 3-4 times per year under the editorship of Etzel Cardeña. 


2. Privileges for the PA Annual Convention

· The students are granted a discount for registration to PA Annual Conventions.

· They are encouraged to present their work, as posters, research briefs or full papers; and seek help and advice from PA members.

· The Robert Morris Travel Grant helps students who present research at a PA Convention by assisting with travel costs. (Next PA Convention will be hosted in Curitiba, Brazil, from 18 to 21 August 2011).

· The PA Student Meeting, first launched in 2010, gives students an opportunity to meet and discuss their place in the field.

3. Grants and Awards

· Students may apply to the Parapsychological Association Research Endowment (PARE grant), which provides funding for the direct research costs of parapsychological projects. The awards are open to everyone, and administered by the Board of the Parapsychological Association through a committee that evaluates the grant requests. 

· Each year, PA gives to one remarkable student the Gertrude Schmeidler Oustanding Student Award. This award is associated with a prize of $300.

4. A springboard for the study of parapsychology

· Students pay only £100 instead of £200 (approx. $156 instead of $302) for attending the online course Introduction to Parapsychology delivered by the University of Edinburgh. 

	An Introduction to Parapsychology (5th Edition, 2007), by H.J. Irwin & C. Watt, is the m[image: image4.jpg]


ost used textbook in parapsychological courses around the world. Watt offers a 10-week online course based on this textbook within the Koestler Parapsychology Unit at the University of Edinburgh. Articles, discussions, and interviews with leading researchers (both advocates and counter-advocates) make this course one of the best currently available for those new to parapsychology. 


· Member benefits also include a subscription discount to the Library of Exploratory Science (www.lexscien.org)
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LEXSCIEN is the online library of the most important journals, books and magazines that publish serious research into anomalies and controversies in science and the humanities. A marvellous tool for researchers, PA members' annual subscription is £18 (approximately $28) instead of the standard subscription of £85 (approximately $132).


 So, Become a Student Associate of the Parapsychological Association

Apply online here: http://parapsych.org/join_the_pa.html
The study of parapsychology is not a simple task, because it involves many disciplines and covers controversial topics. The Parapsychological Association, with its website full of relevant information for newcomers to the field, and with its various forms of membership, facilitates access to a body of professional knowledge on anomalous experiences and events. If you know students who have an interest into parapsychology (maybe yourself!), please tell him/her that there are genuine opportunities to study it.

